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Minutes 

York County Council Workshop  

May 23, 2023 

6 South Congress Street, York, SC  

Council Chambers 

6:00pm 

 

The York County Council met on the above date for a York County Council Workshop at 

6:00pm located at 6 South Congress Street, York, South Carolina. The following Council 

members were present:  Council member Tommy Adkins, Council member Tom Audette, 

Council member Allison Love, Chairwoman Christi Cox, and Council member Debi Cloninger.  

Also present were County Manager, David Hudspeth, Assistant County Manager, Mike Moore, 

Assistant County Manager, Kevin Madden, County Attorney, Michael Kendree, and Clerk to 

Council, Karen Brogdon. 

 

Chairwoman Christi Cox called the meeting to order.   

 

There being no further discussion, a motion to adjourn was made by Council member William 

“Bump” Roddey and seconded by Council member Debi Cloninger.  Motion Carried.   

 

Julie Ward, Executive Director of the York County Library presented information regarding the 

libraries services from May 2022 through April 2023.  Ms. Ward explained that there are 

210,478 library card holders, 3,874 mobile hotspots borrowed, 97, 929 total program 

attendance, 54,985 YouTube views and over 1,275,098 total items borrowed.    

 

Lee Smith, York County Library Finance Manager reviewed the proposed Fy23/24 budget 

request.  Ms. Smith explained that there are minor changes to the budget to utilize the new 

value of a mil.  Ms. Smith reviewed the revenue and expenditures with Council and explained 

that employees would be in line with the County to receive a 3.5% pay increase.   

 

Sabrina Gast, York County Coroner presented information regarding the Coroner’s proposed 

FY 23/24 budget and her request for staffing.  Ms. Gast has requested 2 additional full time 

deputies and 1 full time investigator.  Ms. Gast reported that she is understaffed compared to 

other counties similar to York County’s size and demographics.  Ms. Gast requested that 

Council reconsider her employee request to at least have 1 of the positions requested.  

 

Chair, Christi Cox requested that Management put together a response for Council to the 

Coroner’s request and the reason for denial.   

 

Lori Robishaw, Executive Director of the Arts Council presented information regarding the 

programming and services that the Arts Council provides.  Ms. Robishaw reported that in the 

past the Arts Council received Hospitality Tax funding and Accommodations Tax funding but 

in the past 3 years, they have received zero funding from Hospitality Tax and $2,500 in FY 

2023 from Accommodations Tax.  Ms. Robishaw requested $75,000 from York County for FY 

23/24.  $60,000 for year-round programming and marketing support and $15,000 for small 

grants to replace state funding from SC Arts Commission.   
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York County Manager, David Hudspeth reviewed the history of the funding for recreation tax.  

Mr. Hudspeth explained that the County is recommending that the funding percentages remain 

the same for FY 23/24.  However, the value of a mil will increase the available recreation funds 

$90,000 for fiscal year 2024.   

 

 
 

Joey Blethen, Deputy City Manager for the City of Tega Cay addressed Council on behalf of 

the Recreation Tax Committee and provided a proposal for funding.  (Below is the proposal 

from the Recreation Tax Committee).   

 

Mr. Blethen stated that a Lake Wylie representative was not included in the discussions and the 

committee is only representing the municipalities.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Blethen stated that Lake Wylie was not included in the discussions and he is only 

representing the municipalities.   

 

Perry Johnston, addressed Council on behalf of Lake Wylie and stated that he did not agree 

with the proposed funding and Mr. Johnston feels that Lake Wylie should be included in the 

distribution discussions.  Mr. Johnston also requested to see what the Committee was 

proposing. (A copy of the proposal was provided to Mr. Johnston during the meeting) 

 

Chairwoman Cox requested that all municipalities provide their annual report to Council as 

quickly as possible, if they have not done so already.   

 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council member Tom Audette and 

seconded by Council member Allison Love to adjourn.  Motion Carried.   
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Chairwoman Christ Cox requested that all municipalities provide their annual funding report to 

Council as soon as possible, if they have not done so already.  

 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council member Tom Audette and 

seconded by Council member Allison Love to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried.   


